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The highlight of 2015 was the completion and opening of the 

new Loon Lake Dining Hall—The Bentley Family Hall.  This 150 

seat facility was completed on time and on budget by late June 

and was in operation for the beginning of Camp Goodtimes 

2015—our largest event each year at Loon Lake.  The 6,500 

square foot structure was built largely from structural timber 

grown on the Knapp Forest and sawn at our Gallant mill.  It fea-

tures Douglas-fir, yellow cedar and western redcedar.  The final 

cost of the building was $2.6 million. Project Architect is Wayne 

Bissky Architects of Maple Ridge.  Project Developer is UBC Prop-

erties Trust, and construction was managed by Tekton Project 

Management of Maple Ridge. The old panabode dining hall, orig-

inally built in 

1974, is be-

ing repur-

posed as 

accommoda-

tion and 

meeting 

space and 

will re-open 

in early 

2016.  This 

project is 

the final 

phase of the 

redevelop-

ment of 

Loon Lake 

that began 

in 2003.   

Loon Lake is 

now fully 

capable of oper-

ating year-round 

as a self-

supporting busi-

ness and current-

ly provides over 20 full time jobs in the community—the largest 

employer at the Knapp Forest.  Current projections call for 2016 

to be one of our best years ever at Loon Lake. 

2015 harvesting at MKRF and Woodlot 37 is summarized  

below: 

 
Silviculture system 

 
Area  
(ha) 

 
Volume  
harvested (m3) 

Clearcut 29.3 19,457 

Clearcut with reserves 19.3   9,553 

Dispersed Retention   5.3   2,469 
Salvage   -  

Patch Cut   -  

Commercial thinning   1.6     242 
Roads/utilities   5.4   1,473 

Total  60.9 33,194 

Forest product 

market conditions 

continued to be 

strong throughout 

2015.  Total vol-

ume harvested 

increased 36% 

from 2014.  Cedar 

poles, hemlock 

piling, and fir peel-

ers were major 

target products, as 

well as sawlogs for 

the MKRF sawmill.  Markets for all products were ac-

tive throughout the year. 

Harvest methods employed utilized both ground 

based and cable.  Sawmill production totaled over 

475,000 board feet in 2015, down 23% from 2014.  

New road construction in 2015 totaled 2,524 meters 

of new road and 2,582 meters of road upgrades.  Two 

new log bridges were constructed on main forest 

roads in 2015.  

Bentley Family Hall opening  (clockwise from top left);  
Stephen Koerner, Dean John Innes  and Peter Bentley 
unveil the dedication plaque for the building, October 1, 
2015;  Interior of the Bentley Family Hall dining area; 
and building exterior. 

For more information, please contact Jeremy Watkins 
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2015 was another busy year for education on the Forest.  Thirty-five UBC students attended the annual 

Spring Field School at Loon Lake in April. 

Conservation Field School was also held at 

the forest in October and was attended by 

43 students.  Sixteen students of the Mas-

ter of Sustainable Resource Management 

program attended that program at Loon 

Lake in October.  

School programs and recruitment activi-

ties continued in 2015.  In total, over 

4,900 K-12 students stayed at Loon 

Lake or participated in forestry and 

conservation curriculum and recruit-

ment activities at MKRF during the year.  MKRF hosted professional training events for the Indian For-

est Service and classes from UBC and SFU as well as Langara College and Capilano University.  The Ma-

ple Ridge Environmental School also held classes at MKRF in both the spring and fall terms of 2015 for 

the fourth straight year. 

Loon Lake hosted its twelfth Camp Goodtimes in conjunction with the Canadian Cancer Society and 

recorded over 16,927 visitor-days in 2015 – an increase of 14% over 2014.  

Guests at Loon Lake this year included BC Ministry of Forests Lands and Natural Resource Operations, 

Kintec Foot Labs,  Safeway and the Canadian Forest Service, as well as many other educational and 

corporate groups. 

Site development began this year for the DEMO International 2016 Conference to be held September 

22-24, 2016 at the Malcolm Knapp Forest.  This is the biggest live demonstration of forestry equipment 

and technology held in Canada every four years.  Over 10,000 guests are expected attend this event. 

Fourteen research projects were initiated in 2015 bringing the total 

number of active projects to 100. In total, 964 projects have been initiat-

ed since the forest was dedicated in 1949. Highlights of the program 

were: 

- Testing the use of seed encapsulation systems as an alternative refor-
estation method for remote areas 

- Successful establishment and sustainable management of western 
redcedar stands under ungulate browse pressure 

- Nest predation behavior by Steller’s jays (Cyanocitta stelleri) 

- Testing of a robotic tree planting system (the TreeRover) 

We continued to maintain and improve access and signage for several 

major projects on the Forest, as well as ensured updating, security and 

accessibility of research projects data through the Research Projects 

Database (www.rpd.forestry.ubc.ca).  

Our 2015 silviculture program focused on stand establishment, includ-

ing deer protection and brushing.  Douglas-fir, western redcedar, yel-

low cypress, amabilis fir and white pine were planted.  A summary of 

silviculture achievements is as follows: 

 

Silviculture activity 
 

Area (ha) 

 

# Trees 

Planting    41.1 59,760 

Brushing    21.0   

Deer protection      2.0   
Juvenile spacing       --   

Surveys   152.0   

Total   216.1 59,760 

For more information, please contact Cheryl Power 
For more information, please contact Ionut Aron 

For more information, please contact Paul Lawson 

 

Paul Lawson, RPF, Director

(paul.lawson@ubc.ca) 

Cheryl Power, RPF, Resident Forester 

(cheryl.power@ubc.ca) 
 

Ionut Aron, MF, Research  

Coordinator 

(ionut.aron@ubc.ca)  

Jeremy Watkins, BSc, Assistant  

Operations Manager 

(jeremy.watkins@ubc.ca) 

Sarah Panagiotou, Manager of  

Administration 

(sarah.panagiotou@ubc.ca) 

web: www.mkrf.forestry.ubc.ca 

Karim Farahbakhchian,  

Manager, Loon Lake Research &  

Education Centre  

(loon.lake@ubc.ca)  

web:www.loonlake.ubc.ca 

Doug Woods, Sawmill Manager ,  

Gallant Enterprises Ltd.                                      

(gallant.mill@ubc.ca)   

web: www.gallant.forestry.ubc.ca 

Site development work began on the forest in 2015 for DEMO 
International 2016, a live demonstration of forestry equipment to 
be held September 22-24, 2016 at the Knapp Forest 
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